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Formation of the Solar System and General Information on the Planets – Test Review
Suggested websites, but understand, there are others out there…

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hot_Jupiter
http://lasp.colorado.edu/education/outerplanets/index.php
http://www.solstation.com/stars/sol-sum.htm 

http://www.universetoday.com/34577/inner-and-outer-planets/
http://www.space.com/17028-terrestrial-planets.html
http://www.windows2universe.org/our_solar_system/formation.html
1. What are the two main theories for the formation of the Solar System? Describe them.

2. How do we think the solar system formed?

3. How many stars are in our solar system?

4. Is our theory of solar system formation evolutionary or catastrophic?

5. Why are all planets orbiting the Sun approximately in the same plane?

6. Why are all planets orbiting the Sun in the same direction?

7. Why is the core of the Sun hot?
8. What is a protostar? When can we say that it has turned into a star?

9. What is a planetesimal?

10. What is a protoplanet? What turns it into a planet?

11. What does "differentiation" mean in the solar system?

12. What happens during the process of condensation?

13. What happens during the process of fragmentation?

14. What happens during the process of accretion?

15. Why don't the terrestrial planets have as much hydrogen and helium as everyone else?

16. Why are the inner solar system planets so different from the outer ones?

17. Why did Venus and Mars evolve differently from Earth?

18. Where do we think that the water on Earth came from?

19. What role did the solar wind play in the early solar system?

20. What is an astronomical unit? What is the value of an astronomical unit?

21. What is the Sun made of? How does it produce energy?

22. Which are the Terrestrial (inner) planets, and which are the Jovian (outer) ones?

23. Why has Pluto's status as a planet been questioned?

24. Is there a tenth planet beyond Pluto? Eleventh? What are their names?
25. What is the main difference between Terrestrial and Jovian planets?
Terrestrial






Jovian
26. What are the asteroids?

27. Where are asteroids located? What is the asteroid belt?

28. What are comets? Where are they located?

29. Which are the farthest confirmed objects in the solar system?

30. What is the main difference between comets and asteroids?

31. What are meteoroids?

32. What is the Kuiper belt?

33. What is the Oort cloud?

34. Are planets always larger than moons?

35. Do any moons in the Solar System have an atmosphere?

36. Which planet's orbit differs most from a circle in the plane of the solar system?

37. Which planet is furthest from the Sun right now?

38. On which planets do we think there is a possibility that life may have existed?

39. Is there any moon where we think there is a possibility for life to exist?

40. Approximately how long ago did the solar system / the planets form?

41. Which of the terrestrial planets have been approached by spacecraft from Earth?

42. Which of the Terrestrial planets have spacecraft from Earth landed on?

43. Which bodies outside the Earth have humans actually been to?

44. Which are the largest two planets in the solar system?

45. Which of the terrestrial/Jovian planets have moons?

46. Why does a terrestrial planet like the Earth have a moon?

47. Which of the terrestrial/Jovian planets have rings?

48. Can a planet have both moons and rings?

49. Which of the terrestrial planets has the largest magnetic field?

50. Which of the terrestrial planets is most similar to Earth in size?

51. Which of the terrestrial planets has the tallest known volcanoes and deepest canyons?

52. What is the best way to find out what the interior of a terrestrial planet is made of?

53. What do astronomers mean when they say that a planet/moon is "active"?
54. What are three major characteristics of each planet?

a. Mercury

b. Venus

c. Earth

d. Mars

e. Jupiter

f. Saturn

g. Uranus

h. Neptune

55. Which planets do these major moons belong to and what are two characteristics about each one?

a. Io

b. Callisto

c. Ganymede

d. Europa

e. Titan
f. Enceladus

g. Ariel

h. Triton

i. Luna

j. Phobos
k. Deimos

56. When did our Moon form?
57. How did it form?

58. What is a “hot Jupiter?”

